Rights Review, vol. 11, no. 1, 2010, pp. 1-16. scheme of European civility and its opposites to international affairs.
Intellectuals have made the EU-currently comprised of twenty-seven member states-into the symbolic center of a binary discourse that not only distinguishes between Europe and non-Europe, but also identifi es at least some nonmembers of the EU as essentially inferior. In this context, "Europe" has become a serious subject not just for lawyers or policymakers, but also for political philosophers, including those who count themselves among critical theorists. Since the signing of the Maastricht Treaty in 1991, the eastern enlargement of the EU, and the rejection of the Constitutional Treaty, we have witnessed numerous contributions both on the philosophical concept of Europe and the institutions of the European Union. In the decades before, "Europe" was mostly perceived as an ends-oriented, fairly effective technocratic institution working for the benefi t of almost everybody. Today, the EU is increasingly presented instead as an end-in-itself, a community with a particular set of values and a political identity of its own. Accordingly, public discourse has shifted from stressing the "sameness" of Europeans within a larger family of Western nations to highlighting the "differentness" of Europe vis-à-vis the world in general, and the United States in particular.
